CHAPTER VIII
MALAYSIA
Q TRUCTURALLY Malaysia is a part of the great fringe
O of folding which encircles the Paafic Several lines of
crumpling may be traced The main fold extends through
the Malay Peninsula and ends m the small islands of Banka
and Bilkton Another fold runs parallel to the Peninsula
through Sumatra and swings through Java the Sunda
Islands and Timor Still others may be traced through
Borneo the Philippines and Formosa It is m fact a region
of extensive subsidence where the islands are merely the
peaks ridges and plateaux that escaped the drowning of the
old continental margin A deep trench passes between
Borneo and Celebes and on the evidence afforded by the
different plant and animal life on either side of this trench
Wallace the naturalist concluded that this marked the
ancient division between Asia and the old Paafic continent
The evidence of such complete separation however is not as
strong IE many ways as Wallace thought Intense volcanic
action radiating from Sumatra like the ribs of a fan through
Java through the Moluccas and north through the Philip
pines marks lines of weakness in the earth s crust
This is the region of continuous heat and rain at all
seasons The saying is that it rains every day but there is
never a wet day by which is meant that sunshine and rain
alternate often several times m the same day Condensation
from the warm saturated uprising air gives the short heavy
tropical showers and frequent thunderstorms These hot
moist conditions produce the abundant plant growth of the
tropical forests Further away from the equator the distri-
bution of rainfall is more seasonal and the true monsoon
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